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To the ſorrowful Reli& 
of the Deceaſed, 
And to her dear and dutiful Children, 
the following Diſcourſe, 
preached at their Requeſt, 
s reſpectfully inſcribed,  * 
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| T HE following plain practical 
Diſcourſe would not have ap- 
peared i in print but for the importu- 
nity of friends. I at firſt declined 
making it thus public, becauſe of the 
tender emotions of my own mind, 
which I feel on the death of ſo near 
a relation ; but have now complied 
with their repeated ſolicitations, that 
a tribute of reſpect might be paid to 
the memory of one, who was dear to- 
many. It is therefore humbly com- 
mitted to the bleſſing of Gop, and to 


the candour of the reader, by the 
author, 1 


Took's Court, | | 
Curſitor Street. R. W. | 


1 caxNO enter on the painful tender ſervice 
to which I am this morning called, without 
expreſſing my dependence on that promiſe of 
Gop, As thy day is, fo ſhall thy ſtrength be. The 
Sovereign Lord of all has made a wide and ſo- 
temn breach among vs by the death of one, to 
 whomlI ſtood in the relations of a brother and a 
paſtor. As it was left to me to make choice of 
a text upon this affecting providence, I could 
not ſingle out a more ſuitable one than that 
which you. will find in 


PSALM » Xi. 3 


Elb, Lord, for the godly man ceaſes ; for the faith- 
Ful. fail from among the children of men. 


"PON what occaſion this Pſalm was com- 
| poſed we are not told; but it appears to 
have been a time of great degeneracy and cor- 
ruption of manners, when David poured out 
this complaint before the Lord. There is great 

reaſon to believe, that he penned it in the reign 
of Saul; a King whom Gop gave to the people 
of Jrael in his anger; who was a tyrant, and 
an encourager of wickedneſs; for the laſt verſe 
ſays, © The wicked walk on every ſide, When 
450 the vileſt of men are exalted.” 


| But, without any further introduction, I ſhall f 
1. 

accommodate the words of the text to the Pre- | 
ſent mournful occaſion. ' - 48 
| J. 1 | 


I. I ſhall open the i injportant, uſeful and a ami- 
able characters, which are here ſpecified. 


II. Shall ſhew what great reaſon we have to 


lament the want, and deplore the loſs, of ſuch 
perſons, who bear theſe characters. And, 


III. Obſerve how highly it becomes thoſ e who 
profeſs a regard | for religion, to look up to Gon, 
and cry mightily for his help, when the godly man 


ceaſes, ond the „. Fail from among the children | 


of men. 


I. I am to open the important, uſeful and 
amiable characters, which are here ſpecified, 


viz." the godly and the faithful. So the words 
lie in our tranſlation; but as the word rendered 


ply carries two ideas in it, and is ſometimes 


tranſlated merciful, as well as godly, I ſhall 
thereſore conſider this threefold deſcription : 
and through the whole uſe great plainnels of 


ſpeech. 


I. Let us attend to the firſt af theſe charac- 


ters, à godly man. 


Men and manners are ſo greatly 8 | 
that the very term is by many made matter of 


ridicule. They ſneer at the word, becauſe they 


diſlike the thing ; ; whereas godlineſs is the-or- 


nament, the beauty, the dignity: and glory olf 


human nature. It implies morality, ae | 


ſobriety ; but it is much more. 


5 Conſider 1 it as a principle that comes from 


God; not in a natural, but ſupernatural way. 


All 


to. 


All mankind by nature are ungodly, or mith- 
out, Gop in the world; nor is it in the power 
of any man to make himſelf godly. Many 
have a notion, that they can make themſelves 
fo by performing the external acts of devotion ; 
but according to Scripture, the tree muſt be 
good, before the fruit can be good. Holineſs, 
which is another word for godlinefs, is ſpoken 
of in the Bible as the work of the Spirit of 
God ; it is called therefore the ſanctification of 
the Spirit, 2 Thefſ. ii. 13. and it flows from, 
and is accompanied with, faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
As xv. 9. and chap. xxvi. 18. When the Spirit 
of Gop unites a ſoul by faith to Chriſt as an 
head of righteouſneſs and influence, that ſoul is 
not only then juſtified from the guilt of ſin, 
and accepted of God, but is alſo renewed: and 
ſanctified. This is the beginning and ſpring of 
true and vital godlineſs. This is that new heart 
and new ſpirit which Go Promiſes to put 
within his choſen people, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. No 
man then is godly in the ſenſe of Scripture, 
but he in whom Gop has wrought a faving 
change, whoſe heart is turned from fin to Gov, 
from felf to Chriſt, from earth to heaven. 1 his 
leads me, . | | 


2. To line 1 godlineſ conſiſts, 4 1 


1 ſpeak not merely of the form, but of the 
power « of it. That is a good old ſaying, God- 
lingſs is God's Likendft: ; and nd this Likeneſs 


is, there is, 5 
0 4 W's 


02) 

Firſi, A ſupreme love to Go Every godly 
man loves Gop, not only becauſe Gop is kind 
and bountiful to him, but becauſe Gop is holy, 
in himſelf. - He loves him as he is reconciled 
in and through Jeſus: Chriſt ; for there can be 
no complacency er love of delight in Gop, but 
as he has diſcovered himſelf to us, and is con- 
ſidered by us as a God of Love in a Media- 
tor—Mu'titudes are lovers of pleaſure: more. 
than lovers of God; a godly man is a lover of 
Gop more than a lover of the world, than all 
the pleaſures and the treaſures of it. As he 
loves God becauie he is holy, he muſt there- 
fore love his image which is holineſs on whom-, 
ſoever he diſcerns it, 1 John v. 1. «© Eyery one 
< that loves him that begat, loves him alſo 
ce that is a of him.“ ; 


| Second! : He is a ay. man, whos is a  Gacere 
and a conſtant worſhipper of Goo. 

The. love of a child to a parent is exempli- 
fied by his obedience. A child of Gop obeys 
his heavenly Father from love: And as the 
word of Gob is the rule which guides and go- 
verns bis heart and life; 71 pr both his 
heart and life are devoted to the fear and ſervice 
of Gop. As with the heart he believes unto 
righteouſneſs, fo with purpoſe of heart he 
cleaves to the Lord. He is ſuch a worſhipper 
of Gop as our Lord deſcribes in John iv. 24. 
« Gop is a Spirit, and they who worſhip him, 
& muſt workup him in ſpirit and truth.“ 


„ 


1 Every 


* 


Fs godly man worſhips Go. in ſecret ; 
thus conforms himſelf to the rule which 
Chriſt has given in Matt. v. 6. « Thou, when 
 \« thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet ; and when 
ce thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father 
ec which i is in ſecret; and thy Father that ſeeth | 
ce thee in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly.” He 
makes conſcience of retiring from the world 
more or leſs every day to converſe with his 
Gop, and to pour out his heart before him. 
Moreover, if the providence. of Gop have 
| placed him at the head of a family, he accounts 

It his duty to worſhip Gop in his ſocial capa- 
city ; thus taking up the reſolution of Foſhuan, 
« As for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the 
« Lord;” and herein he follows the example 
of Chriſt, who not only prayed in ſolitude, but 
with his diſciples, who were his family. He alſo 
dreads the imprecation of the prophet of the 
Lord, Jerem. x. 25. © Pour out thy fury upon 
& the families that call not on thy name.“ 
| Moreover ; every one who is godly profeſſes 
4 regard for the public worſhip of Gov, and 
makes conſcience of attending it. White others 
take their pleaſure openly, or carry on their bu- 
ſineſs ſecretly, on God's holy day, he calls the. 
Sabbath a delight holy to the Lord and honour- 
able; and honours him by adhering to the in- 
ſtitutions of his houſe; and thus being righteous 
before God, he walks in all the ordinances and 


e of the . ann 
i 


(1 

In a word, godlineſs does not conſiſt in talk- 
ing of God, but in ſpeaking to him, and walk- 
ing before him. Where there is a conformity 
to Gop in holineſs, reſpe& will be had to all 
his commandments, moral and inftituted ; and 
there will be a continuing ſtedfaſtly in the 
Apoſtle's doctrine and fellowſhip, in TY 
of bread, and in prayers. 


Obſerve, I am not deſcribing a man free from 
frailties and infirmities. Every godly man has 
his imperfections, his miſtakes. and his paſſions ,, 
but no godly man will ſuffer himſelf to live in 
any known tranſgreſſion, nor in the wilful omiſ- 
ſion of any known duty. His heart 1s. habitu- 


ally right in the ſight of Gop, and his way of 


life prevailingly correſponds with. his religious. 
profeſſion. - 

How far this part of the ar of a godly 
man agreed to our deceaſed brother, is known 
to many. Like Obadiab, in 1 Kings xviii. 12. 
he feared the Lord from his youth.” In his 
childhoed, he was remarkable for ſobriety; and 
when he was. ſeventeen years of age, Go 
wrought in him an abhorrence of all ſin, and a 
love to that which is good. Having through 
grace dedicated himſelf to the Lord, he then 
Joined himſelf to his people in the fellowſhip of 
the Goſpel, and was admitted in that early part 
of life a member of the church in this place, 
under the paſtoral care of the late Reverend 
Mr Bradbury. During the ſpace of forty-four 
years he attended the ordinances of Chriſt in 


this 


tae 


this church, not-occaſionally, as the manner of 
Tome is in too many places, but ſtatedly; and 
Jo early as to be preſent at the beginning of 
the worſhip, notwithſtanding his reſidence in 
the country * during the fummer. This he 
made a point of; and herein he ſet an exam- 
ple. O that it were followed by every church- 
member, and others in every place. 

Beſides his daily cloſet-devotion, his houſe 
Was a Bethel, an houſe of Gov. He looked on 
domeſtic religion to be a duty, and it was his 
conſtant practice to worſhip Gop with his fami- 
dy. Reading of the Scriptures in courſe, and 
Prayer were the exerciſes of the e and 
evening. 

Upon ſpecial occaſions the debe ſeveral 
Miniſters was deſired by him, in order to aſſiſt 
in ſupplication and thankſgivings to Gop, to 
ſeek of Him a right way for himſelf, his chil. 
dren, and all his ſubſtance, Zzre viii. 21. At 
the laſt of theſe ſolemn meetings for prayer 
and praiſe, which was in the month of June, in 
ſpeaking on the deſign of it, viz, to renew the 
dedication. f of his country-houſe to Gop, ta 
which conſiderable additions and improvements 
| had been made; he concluded with faying, 
<< That though he had ſuch a goodly heritage 


c upon earth; yet henever the Lord ſhould 


* be pleaſed to call him hence, he could wil- - 
4 Logly er it all.” He was. ten pony. 


d | in 
2 On the Mall, nr faith. : 


| + See the Title of the zoth Plalm, 


. 0 12 * 
in perfect health, but ſpake like one whoſe heart 
was looſened from the world, and aſpiring after 


an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 


heavens. 
Notwithftanding his ſuperior ſituation in life, 
and his civil connection with men of rank and 


figure, and his obligation to aſſociate with ſome 


of theſe, who were far from having any fear of 
Gop before their eyes, though he had many 
temptations to ſin, yet he was true to his GoD, 
and unſhaken 1 In | his religious principles. 


J proceed, 2. To the other branch of the hw 
racter contained in the word rendered, godly : 
It is ſometimes tranſlated merciful ; particularly 
in Ja. Ivii: 1. where the Prophet preſents us 


with a ſubject ſimilar to that in the text. The 


cc righteous periſhes, and no man lays it to. 
60 heart; and merciful men are taken away; 
« none conſidering that the righteous is taken 
« away from the evil to come.“ Merciful men, 


men of kindneſs, as it is in the margin, ſuch as 
ew kindneſs. As they fear God, ſo they re- 
| gard man. Being placed by Divine Providence 


in a capacity of relieving others, their hearts 
and hands are open to diſtribute to their ne- 
ceſſities. | 82 


Solomon tells us of ſome in Biel, vi. 1. to 
whom 'Gop has given riches and wealth ; yet 
he gives them not power to eat thereof. They 
are left to their own covetous and ſordid tem- 


per, chat hey: can take little or no comfort of 


their 


their poffeſſions; nor are others the better for 
them. The riches of ſuch owners are given 
them to their hurt. There are others whoſe 
diſpoſition 1 18 compaſſionate and generous, who 
gan Weep for him that is i trouble, and whoſe 
ſouls are grieved for the poor; but Divine Pray 
vidence has not given them ability. Happy for 
Society where theſe two things are ene 
viz. a ready heart, and A bountiful hgand. 
Such a merciful man is taken from among 
Us, into whoſe hand Goo. had given an abun- 
dance of the good chings of this life; and who 
was a ſyccourer of many both i in city and coun- 
try, without, diſtinction of parties. Thoſe paſ: = 
ages of Scripture werdyerified to him, Prov. Xi, 
24. © There is that ſcatters, and yet increaſes :” Wh 
and Ja. ig . 6 The liberal deviſeth liberal 
e things, and: By liberal things ſhall he ſtand.) 
In a word, the poor and needy, in, general, the 
intereſt gf Chriſt in particular, with the religious 
community to whick he ſtood related for Q N N 
Frm: can bear witneſs of his charity.” af ili. 
3 934 1 oi 9 en I paſs | 
21 hop e it will an be ien wil that 1 tranſcribe,a 
fs lines from letters of condolence I have juſt received 
from very diftant: Fo of the country, In one are theſe 
words, It vas ie to hear of Mr Winter's death 7 
„ with indifllfce. The manner of his favouring our 
6. cauſe when Twaited on him, had much indeated' bim 
eto me.” Ani er begins thus, « To uſe the figurative 
66 ſtyle of the livay Oracles, The trees may be called upon 


© indeed to weep, to howl, becauſe a very uſeful; ſtately, 
. and beautiful cedar is fallen, under whoſe ſhade Thave 


os 4s at 7 oe ple: dure, and from which multitudes have 
b .. Ty” 


| C14) | 
1 pak on, 3. To the remaining character pe- 
vificd i in the text, the faithful. = | 
This may W Oo . both to 
God and men. 
x. They bs are waly godly are fat Po 
Gon: TEN 
Itis ſaid of Arche, in Neb. ix. 8. <Gob found 
cc his heart faithful before him.” He had put 
truth into his inward parts, and upon his be- 
ins tried, God found him faithful. To be 
faithful to 'Gop is to be upright and ſincere 
pefbte him; to live as thoſe who know they are 
under his eye. Infteal of flattering him with 
their mouth, and tying to him with their 
tong tie, their heart is right with him, and they 
are ſtedfaſt in his covenant. It ſuppoſes, that 
they are brought under engagements to be the 
Lord's, and that they perform their yows. 
They have a truſt committed to them by their 
Heavenly Father, and as good ſtewards chey aq 
3s thoſe who muſt give an account. 
2. They are alſo faithful o 
Where godlineſs is, there will be honeſty, 
Abkorring diſimulation and falſhod, they can- 


not 
on found refreſhment wad delight We ran in ſpare out of 
$ ſuch a world as this thoſe who have been ſo very uſeſyl 
« and ornamental in it.” In, another are theſe words, 
66 Upon receiving intelligence of Mr Vinter's death, I burſt 
be into a flood of tears, I need not inform you hw much 
4 I owe to the piety, generoſity, affability, and condeſcen- 
5 tiqn of your departed brother for the ſpace of more than 
6 twenty-five years. The remembrance of what he was, 
. and what he did, will be dear to me While” my powers 
« fox recollection are cominued.“ | : 


(us). ; 
+ not ſpeak with a double heart, as ſome are 


charged with doing in the Pfalm before us. 


They are men of veracity in their words, and 
are ſo juſt in their dealings, as that it is joy 


to them to do judgment. If others trick and 


ſhuffle, over-reach and oppreſs; enrich them- 
felves by getting diſhoneſt gain at the expence 
of truth and conſcience, /e do not they becauſe of 
| the fear of God. They, are as faithful in that 


which 1 is another man 'S, ag in chat which is their 


an. 

. Such alſo was the Ser: of our 1 
brother. Integrity towards Gop, and upright- 
neſs. towards men, preſerved him. He kept the 


Faith once delivered to the ſaints ; maintained 


the purity of the great doctrines of the everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel, becauſe he found them in his Biblez 
he exemplified them in his converſation, and 


For this purpoſe being at the head of two re- 
ſpectable Societies among Proteſtant Diſſenters 
for furthering the Goſpel, he quitted himſelf 
with reputation and honour—He was alſo ſtrict 


to his engagements, punctual in his payments, a 
exact in his extenſive correſpondence, and diſ- 


charged his truſt with the greateſt fidelity for 


upwards of thirty years in his civil employ- 


mentꝰ, and ſtood high in the eſteem of thoſe Ge+ 
nerals with whom he was connected, as a Wor- 
thy man, and a valuable friend. This was the 
u ther have borne ;concerning h him. 


Thus 


* As an Agent | in the Army, 


laid himſel out to promote and propagate them. 


2; 


— —— — — 
—— . pe NS 


— — — 


—— — 
| F432 


— 


# 


(16) 

Thus have I given you ſome of the outlines 
of thoſe important, "uſeful and amiable charac- 
ters which are mentioned in the text. 

But here I muſt obſerve, as I hinted before, 
that when they are applied to any mortal man; 

| they muſt be underſtood with limitation. 'The 
* great Apoſtle Paul deſired no one to follow him 
| farther than he followed Chriſt. Every godly, 
liberal and faithful man, having the law of Gop 
before him, which takes Cognizance of the 
motives and ends of our actions, is conſcious 
to a multitude of errors both in heart and life, 
which he humbles himſelf for before God; and 
he is alfo ſenſible, that his fellow-creatures 
may diſcern thoſe defects and blemiſhes in his 
life which he himſelf does not perceive. After 
all he has done both towards Gop and men, he 
will acknowledge that he is an unprofitable: 
ſervant, and rely alone « on Cao for ne 
to eternal life. 

What I aim at in relating theſe things (to uſe 
the words of the late venerable Mr Bradbury " 
is, not to "offer incenſe to the dead, nor to lay & 
ſnare for the living; but in the words of Scrip- 

|, ture, Gal. i. 24. That we glorify God in him who 
Is now departed; that is, that we aſcribe the 
i | praiſe to Gop of whatever gifts and graces, abi-- 
1 lities, endowments and excellencies are conferred 
| on any of his ſervants. bend ok 
I come, II. to obſerve, What grest cauſe we 


| have to lament the want and deplore the loſs of. 


4 
ich pra who bear the characters of godly, 
merciful and faithful. 


Here; to allude to Luke i ix, 34. is a a elo chat 


overſhadows us, not a bright one; but we muſt 
enter into the cloud. The Plalmiſt ſays, The 
godly man ceaſes, and the faithful fail from among 
the children of men. As it was a time of abound- 
ing iniquity among all degrees of people, there 
were very few to be found who preſerved theſe 
characters. There was a great want of ſuch 
men in the land of Vrael. 


The ceaſing and the failing of chem is to be 
conſidered alſo as deſcriptive of their Diſſolution. 
Micah the Prophet; in chapter vu. 2. utters the 


_ ſame lamentation, The good man. (it is the 


te ſame word as is rendered the godly and mer- 
ce ciful man) is periſhed out of the earth; and 


2» 


te there is none upright among men; none in 


| compariſon . of the wicked; But it may. be 
ſaid, Has not this been always the caſe ſince the 
world began; that the ungodly have outnum- 
bered the righteous | ? It has been ſo; neverthe- 
leſs ſome ages have been productive of men 
eminently good and uſeful, much more than 
others, whom Providence has ſet in a conſpi- 
cuous ſtation. When ſuch perſons are reduced 
to a very few, and are ſcarcely to be found, this 


is a matter that will be lamented by all thoſe 


who have the intereſt of religion and of their 


country at Peart: So the Prophet Amos mourns 


1 e ; gh 


- — — 2 — 
- 
—— 


——t 


1 5 * 
” . 2244 — 3 by 5 2 
mme . 


. 
in chap. vil. 2. « By whom mall Joc ik 
« for he is ſmall.” 


The time will alſo come, the appointed time 
when the moſt godly, liberal and faithful man 


muſt ſo ceaſe and fail, as to be no more in the 


world. No excellencies exempt from the ſtroke 
of death. The ſentence is paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have ſinned. Pſalm xlix. 10. & He 
cc ſees that wiſe men die, likewiſe the fool, and 
« the brutiſh perſon periſh.” Yet, neither does 
the ſoul ceaſe to think ; no, nor does the body 


fail for ever. The doctrines of a future ſtate, 


of a reſurrection, and a judgment to come, 
are revealed in the Scripture as clear as the 
fun. And concerning the righteous, when they 
die, we ſorrow not as thoſe that have no hope ; 
for, if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 
again; even ſo them alſo that ſleep in Jeſus 
will Gop bring with him. They are no ſooner 
abſent from the body than they are preſent with 
the Lord; ſo that, though the church and the 
world ſuſtain a loſs, death is their everlaſting 
gain. A loſs indeed is ſuſtained in proportion 
to their intrinſic worth, and real ufefulneſs to 
the family, to the church, and to the commu- 


nity at large; and they who tremble for the 


ark of Gop, and are concerned for the public 
good will be ſuitably * on ſuch a mourn- 


ful occaſion. 


When the judgments of Gop are Shad in 
the earth, and a dark cloud hangs over a finful 


* 


* kingdom, 


kingdom, is there not ſe to bewail the de- 
parture of ſuch who were men of prayer, and 
of a public ſpirit ? We wiſh and pray, and pray 
again, that Go would continue ſuch valuable 
lives among us; but even. a David, when he 
has ſerved his generation according to the will 


of God, muſt fall aſleep, and be laid to his 


fathers. God never takes any of his children 
home to himſelf until they are fit for his pre- 
ſence. He never cuts them down, until they 
are ripe for heaven; and then they ſhall come 
as a ſhock of corn comes in in its ſeaſon. 

I cannot but obſerve with reſpect to our de- 
ceaſed brother, that though in his laſt ſickneſs, 
his afflictions did abound (for he was on the 
rack for ſeveral days and nights together with 
the ſtone, with ſcarcely any intermiſſion); yet 
his inward conſolations alſo abounded. When 
enduring the moſt excruciating pains, Theard him 
ſay, ©. What is all this to what my Redeemer 


* ſuffered for me?” The Lord's day before he 


departed was as one of the days of heaven to 
him. Said he, * J never had ſuch a joyful 
ce Sabbath before. He had ſuch diſcoveries 


of the love and the glory of Gop, ſuch joys of 


Gob's ſalvation, ſuch foretaſtes of celeſtial hap- 


pineſs, as that he ſaid, He could hardly tel}, 


« whether he was in the body, or out of the 
* body.” A few days before this, he had the 


ſentence of death. j in himſelf, and took a ſolemn 


farewel of his family. The evening before he 
died, while I was holding him by the hand, 


„ when 


(6. 
when nature. was juſt exhauſted, and his ſpeech 
began to falter, he ſaid with a very low voice, 
« Chriſt is very precious to me indeed. The laſt 
words he was heard to utter were, upon my 
parting with him, “ I wiſh you the comforts; 1 
te wiſh you the j joys.” He could add no more 
The ſubject 18 too touching for me to dwell 
upon it. 
Thus lived, and thus died a godly, a mer- 
ciful and a faithful man, who has left a teſti- 
mony behind him, that religion i is not a mere 
form or a nominal diſtinction, but a vital e 


and a bleſſed reality. 


I proceed, III. to obſerve, 4 highly it 
becomes thoſe who profeſs a regard for religion 


to look up to-Gop, and cry mightily for his 


help, when men of ſuch characters ceaſe and fail 


from among us. 


Here we ſee, that vain is the help of man; 


the ſkill of the phyſician is baffled; all human 
aid avails nothing. But is there no help for us 


in Gop ? Yes, our help is in the name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth ; And let 


every one who 1s godly pray unto him in 


time when he may be found. All our petitions, 
all our deſires are comprehended in this one word 
Help; and if the Lord Almighty do not help, 
all is over with us; for wo unto us when he de- 
parts | from us. 

Let us enhaſtix x pray, 1. That the Lord 
would help us to attend to ſuch a ſpeaking 
Dropicaen, 


is. r e . 3 


(ay 


Providence, 1 improve it to our dpiritua | 
advantage. 


The voice of the Lord cries to us, 6. Hear ye 
the rod, and who has appointed it.“ Compa- 
ratively ſpeaking, there are few among the 
children of men who. are godly and faithful 3 
and fewer. ſtill who are rich in the world, and 
rich alſo in faith and good works; that when 
ſuch perſons are taken from us, the event muſt 
wear a gloomy aſpect. But the Lord, the 
Sovereign of the world, has done it; and whi- 
ther are we to fly, but to his throne of grace, 
imploring aſſiſtance, that we may learn inſtruc- 
tion. Shew us wherefore thou contendeſt with 
us. Help us, O Lord, to ſee thy hand, and 
ſubmit to thy will; and while thou art looſe- 
ning our hold of creature- comforts, let us take 
firmer hold on thy ſtrength, and reſolve, that 
we will not let thee go rene thou bleſs us. 


2. Oura prayer mould be, that the Lord woah 
ſo help in the preſent exigence and trial, as 
to raiſe up others to lupply the N of _ 
uſeful men. 

When the as man ante" ind the faith- 
| ful fail, we are ſometimes ready to fear that 
the intereſt of religion is ſinking; and unbe- 
lief will always ſuggeſt dark apprehenſions, 
and forebode the worſt. - But let us be en- 
- couraged with this conſideration, that the Lord 
can "OP in the greateſt extremity. He has 

promiſed 


1 


"(5 
promiſed in his word, That inſtead of the fa- 
| thers, ſhall be the children. Happy indeed 
when the children of the ſame family are a ſeed 
whom the Lord has bleſſed, and whom he 
makes a bleſſing to others; and how great 
cauſe to be thankful. for ſo pleaſing a proſpect | 
in the preſent caſe ! but even where there is no 
fach encouragement, GoD can of ſtones raiſe 

. OR to Abraham, Malt. Lt. 9: 


How; as the hearts of men are in the hand 
of the Lord, let us pray, that he would turn 
them from fin to himſelf; that he would ſup- 
port and maintain his cauſe by pouring fort 
his Spirit on the riſing generation, and hereby 
render them uſeful inſtruments to promote his 
glory, and the welfare of © our Britiſh Vrael. 


Ki ſhall a le 1. with addrefling the 
mourning-family where death has entered. O 
what a wide breach has the Lord made! But 
there are many alleviating circumſtances which 
attend the affliction, Beſides the external helps 
which have been afforded, and what the Pro- 
vidence of Gop has poured into your hands, 
there are promiſes in the Scripture to be pleaded 
and reſted upon, Jaiab liv. 5. Thy Maker is 
© <. thine huſband, the Lord of hoſts is his name, 
and thy Redeemer.” Pſalm Ixviii. 5. © A 
« Father of the fatherleſs, and a Judge of the 
* widows is GoD in his holy habitation. © 


A Com- 


. 


A Commentator on this paſſage ſays, It 


2 
- 


is a direction to widows. and fatherleſs, how 
« to apply themſelves to Gop:: Let them 


e go to his holy habitation, to his word and 


e ordinances; there they may find him, and 
« find comfort 1 in him 

Are any of you, my dear friends, (I be to 
the ſurviving relations of the deceaſed) brought 
by means of this bereaving Providence to a 
thoughtful concern about your ſoul and another 
world? O take heed, that the conviction be not 
"ſtifled, that the impreſſion wear not off; but 


pray, earneſtly pray, that the death of a dear 


earthly relation may be ſo ſanctified to you, as 


that you may hereby be led to make choice < 


and put your truſt in, Gop as a Father and 
Friend in Chriſt. The time will come when 
you mult die; and a more dreadful thing can- 
not befal you than to die in an unprepared ſtate; 


to be unpardoned, unſanctified; inſtead of being 
reconciled to Gop, and a lover of, him, to be 


under his wrath, and at enmity with him. Were 
your deceaſed relation to ſpeak to you now, it 
would be in ſome ſuch language as this, Weep 
cc not for me; weep for yourſelves. Seek the 


« Lord while he may be found ; call upon him 
ce while he is near. If you ſeek Chriſt early, you 
ce ſhall find him.” Sorrow now fills your heart; 


may you be made ſorry after a godly manner: 


for godly ſorrow works repentance to ſalvation 
not to be repented e of; but the ſorrow of the 
world. 


pus Ben. 
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$orld works death. If you have been enabled 


through grace to chooſe the Lord as your Gov; 
conſider; that this is a ſeaſon in which you are 
called to renew and confirm your choice. De- 
vote yourſelves afreſh to him; and to his ſer- 
vice—May the children of the family be very 
thankful to Gop; that though they have loſt ſo 
good a father, there is continiied to them ſo 
tender and affectionate a mother; who prays for 
them, and is deſirous moſt of all; of their ſpi- 
ritual and everlaſting welfare. Children, till 


honour her, and obey her in the Lord. Let no- 


thing be wanting on your part to render her hfe 
happy and comfortable; and it will add to her 
comfort, to ſee the love you have one to another 


continue. May the Gop of "_ and rey be 


with you. : 
J am alſo concerned for che ſervants of the 


family, who are all here preſent on this mourn- 


ful occaſion. Whatever ſtation of ſervice you 
held under your late Maſter; Divine Providence 
now calls you to improve the awful event. You 
have loſt one who prayed for you and with you. 
Lay his death ſo to heart, as to pray every one 


for yourſelves; that you may be helped to make 


choice of the Lord Jefus Chriſt as your heavenly 
Maſter; and if you ſerve the Lord Chriſt, you 
will find, that his yoke is always eafy, and his 
burden light. His commandments are not 


8 grievous. 


Above all, what an his to our ſorrow 


is it, that we have ſuch a well-grounded hope 
; concern- 


(25) 
concerning the deceaſed himſelf, that he is in 
that world, where there is no more death, neither 
ſorrow nor crying ; neither ſhall there be any 
more pain ; that he 1s with Chrift, which i is far 
better than to be in the beſt company on earth. 
When the Apoſtle in 1 Thef. iv. 17. had faid, 
c So ſhall we be for ever with the Lord ;” he 
immediately adds, Wherefore comfort one 
ct another with theſe words.“ 


I would addreſs this church and congrega- 
tion at this ſolemn ſeaſon. We ought to be 


deeply affected with the breach which the Lord 


has made upon us, and which he alone can 
make up. The loſs we have ſuſtained will not 
appear to be irreparable, if we duly conſider, 


that the reſidue of the Spirit is with Gop; that 


with him all things are poſſible, and that he 
is a very preſent help in trouble. Lift up your 
prayer therefore to him, and ſay, Help, Lord, 
now a godly, a merciful and a faithful man is 
taken from us. As one generation of thy ſer- 


vants paſſes away, let another generation come. 


O may thine Holy Spirit communicate giſts 
and graces to the riſing generation, that they 
may be holy and uſefull call upon you, my 

friends, to copy after our deceaſed brother in 
his early attendance and religious behaviour 
in the houſe of GoD Very near thirty-three 


years he ſerved: the office of a Deacon in this 


place; and how ready he was to aſſiſt the 


— . root St * 
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poor, and to engage in prayer at our more 
private meetings, ſome of you well know*, 


And now, my brethren, with reſpect to my- 
ſelf under this bereaving diſpenſation, which 
is an heavy ſtroke upon me, I need, and I de- 
ſire your prayers, your counſel and aſſiſtance, 
that the little remainder of my life may, through 
the bleſſing of Gop, be made comfortable ta 
myſelf and family, and uſeful to thoſe who at- 
tend my Miniſtry. 


Upon the whole, this Providence ſpeaks to 
us all in the words of Scripture, Jaiab 11. 22. 
« Ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in his noſ- 
« trils; and to put our truſt in the living Gop, 
« who changes not. Set your affection on 
« things above, not on things on the earth.” 


Let us think ſeriouſly on our own mortality, 


and be ready for our departure hence. The liv- 
ing know that they ſhall die; but what a dread- 
ful lot will be theirs who die in a Chriſtleſs and 


graceleſs 
I cannot omit to obſerve, concerning my deceaſed 
brother, that he had an excellent gift in prayer; to adopt 
the words of a pious Miniſter concerning his late departed 
brother, It was far beyond what is common, not only among Lay- 
Chriſtians, but Miniſters themſelves, See Doctor M ilton's account 
of his brother, Mr Thomas Wilton, in the Sermon preached 
on his death by Doctor Gibbons -I would juft take occaſion 
to mention, that a very few days before my dear brother 
died. he told me, he read that Sermon with great pleaſure, - 
What an excellent young man was he! How highly did 
«© Gop favour him!“ It was his purpoſe to have. given 
the Sermon a ſecond peruſal, if life had been ſpared, 


; (27) 
graceleſs ſtate? If any of you ſhould die in ſuch 
an unprepared ſtate, and you know not but you 


may die this night, I tremble to think how ter- 
rible your doom will be; for the wicked ſhall. 


be turned into hell. The ungodly, the unmer- 


ciful and the unfaithful, Gop will reject for ever. 


After all the inſtructions which have been given 
you, the prayers which have been made for you, 


and the examples of good men ſet before you, 


if you ſhould die in your ſins, your condemna- 
tion will be unſpeakably aggravated. 


On the other hand, inconceivably happy will 
be the lot of thoſe who live to the Lord, and die 


in the Lord. However it be with them as to the 


body on a dying bed, tho' tortured with pain, 
their ſouls are ſafe in the hands of the Lord Je- 
ſus. When their bodies ceaſe and fail, as to 
their exiſtence here, their ſpirits enter into the 


regions of bliſs, where they ſhall inceſſantly be- 


hold, enjoy, and glorify Gop. and the Lamb. 
When fleſh and heart fail, the Lord will be the 


ſtrength of their heart, and their portion, for 
eyer. 


THE END. 
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